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Hope for Justice Intervention for the 26th OSCE Conference of the Alliance 
Against Trafficking in Persons 2026

Special Representative, distinguished delegates,
My name is Phillipa Roberts from Hope for Justice. We are an international anti-human trafficking organization working collaboratively to identify victims, support survivors, and prevent exploitation.
Trafficking for the purposes of criminal exploitation is growing—not just because traffickers are becoming more sophisticated, but because our systems still have blind spots. Too often, people who are exploited are treated as criminals, while traffickers go unpunished.
To tackle criminal exploitation, we must move from blind spots to bridges.
1. First, we must build bridges with survivors by ensuring ethical and meaningful inclusion in policy and practice. Survivors’ experiences expose where systems fail, how trust is broken, and what is needed to rebuild it. This is critical to building trauma informed, child-friendly, human rights-based systems.
2. Second, we must bridge criminal justice and protection by building trust between communities, survivors, civil society, protection, and justice agencies. This requires:
· Mandatory trauma informed training, challenging the myth of the “perfect victim,” and enabling multi-agency responses that prioritise prevention, early identification, and pathways to support. 
· Access to an independent advocate is critical to enable survivors to understand their rights and bridge complex support and justice systems.

3. Third, we must bridge non punishment from principle into practice. Victims must be identified before arrest and have access to quality legally aided representation. Where criminalisation has occurred, accessible expungement mechanisms are essential to restore rights and prevent re‑victimisation.

Finally, when we close our blind spots and build bridges, we shift power away from traffickers and back to survivors—towards safety, dignity, justice, and accountability. Each of us has a role in building bridges, and every bridge we build brings us closer to a world where exploitation has nowhere left to hide.
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