


Over 10 million victims of modern slavery are 
men. But even more victims are likely to be hidden 
away, uncounted.  
 
We want to use this campaign as a platform to shine 
a spotlight on this often-overlooked group of victims. 
Because we want to live in a world where everyone is 
free from modern slavery.

Link to graphics

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


Shame 
There are a number of reasons as to why we hear less about 
men, one of which is centred around male gender-stereotypes 
and cultural expectations. A lot of victims will have left their 
homes to travel to new countries with the hopes of a new 
job so that they can better support their families. We hear of 
cases where men are so ashamed that they have been tricked 
by their traffickers, that they are unable to escape and reach 
out for help. We want to raise awareness about male victims of 
slavery, what to look out for and how you can help them.

Link to graphics

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


Why don’t they 
just...
People often wonder why more victims 
of human trafficking don’t try harder 
to escape their situations. But it’s not 
as simple as that. Human traffickers 
manipulate and coerce victims, oftentimes 
making them more fearful of what might 
happen to them or their families should 
they try and escape, over staying and 
enduring their abuse.

Link to graphics

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


Call the police?
70% of men choose not to co-operate with police 
investigations. This was mostly due to fear of 
retaliation from exploiters. The ability of men to 
recognise themselves as victims and to request 
support can also affect their legal rights.

Run away?
Sometimes they don’t realise they are a victim. 
Disclosing such information often brings about feelings 
of shame or can trigger flashbacks. Male victims often 
regard accessing support as an indulgence they are 
not worthy of. This can affect their legal rights in 
the sense that clients don’t often volunteer relevant 
information to support their cases.

Fight back?
Exploiters also use coercion to keep control of their 
victims. They hold the threat of danger over them, 
either to themselves or their families. This abuse can 
often take place over years, or in another country.

Link to graphics

Why don’t they just...

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


Find out more

Boys Are Victims
Coffee Industry . Football . Online Gaming

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


A Global Issue
United States . United Kingdom . Norway

Find out more

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


A Global Issue

Find out more

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


Support 
 
Male survivors of trafficking need access to comprehensive and culturally appropriate assistance to meet their needs.  
 
• Housing: Access to housing that is safe and has resources to meet their unique needs. The use of homeless shelters is often inadequate for 
traumatised male survivors.  
 
• Health: Access to a wide range of trauma-informed physical and mental health services, including alternatives to traditional care such as 
peer-to-peer counselling.  
 
• Legal Support: Victims are often distrustful of authorities due to fear of immigration status, deportation, fear of being arrested, preconception of 
the Police. In some cases, victims are even distrustful of charities making it difficult to explain our intention to help. We need to provide access to legal 
support to ensure male survivors are aware of their rights.  
  
• Employment Assistance: Access to employment assistance that includes education, skills training, and job placement. 

While some governments have made progress to improve the anti-trafficking response for male victims, there is a still a long way to go to make 
sure men and boys are not overlooked victims in our societies.  

Link to graphics

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


Use your platform 
 
We need to be able to reach more people. We need to raise awareness about this awful crime. Would you use your 
platform to help us? By following us on social media and sharing our message, we will potentially be able to educate 
more people on the issue of modern slavery. We will also include a set of social media assets should you want to post 
the message to your own platforms.  



Spot the Signs 
 
Operation Fort  
 
Any of us could help a victim of modern slavery. By learning 
how to Spot the Signs, a member of the public helped uncover 
the largest human trafficking case to ever go to European 
court.   
 
Modern slavery is happening in our communities. So being 
able to spot the signs and know what to do could make a life-
changing difference. You could walk past or speak to someone 
who needs help without you even realising it.  Withholding of wages or reductions resulting in low or no pay

 Excessive hours, forced overtime, few or no breaks

 Poor or non-existent health and safety standards

 Workers made to pay for own tools or equipment

 Intimidation and threats, or physical violence

 Threat of revealing irregular immigration status

 No access to labour contract or documentation

 Abusive working and living conditions

 Imposed place of accommodation (deducted from pay)

 Abuse of vulnerability

 Isolation, restriction of movement or confinement

 Debt bondage with spurious deductions or interest added

SPOT THE SIGNS OF FORCED LABOUR

Hope for Justice is a registered charity in England & Wales (no. 1126097) and in Scotland (no. SC045769), 
and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales, number 6563365.
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You may be saving 
someone’s life.

WWW.HOPEFORJUSTICE.ORG        |        HELP@HOPEFORJUSTICE.ORG

IF YOU HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE A PERSON
IS IN IMMEDIATE DANGER, CALL 999 FIRST

Alternatively call the Modern Slavery
Helpline (24/7): 0800 121 700

0300 008 8000

If you think you may have encountered 
a victim of human trafficking, contact 
Hope for Justice and let us know as 
much information as possible.

TO REPORT A CONCERN, CALL
MONDAY - FRIDAY (9AM - 5:30PM)
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https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/men-are-victims-resources/


Donate
Hope for Justice is funded primarily through the support of members of the public. The work that we do to prevent 
exploitation, rescue victims of slavery, help them to restore their lives and the work that they do with governments, businesses 
and local communities to reform society is made possible by people like you. 
 
If you are able to, will you join this fight in ending modern slavery by becoming a GUARDIAN? 
Would you help rescue and restore people trapped in modern slavery? 
Because with your help, we will one day live in a world free from slavery.  
 
Thank you! 



Other materials 
 
Hope for Justice has a wide selection of other awareness-raising materials and content available, including posters, 

videos, fact sheets, downloads, multilingual leaflets and more.

Click here to see what’s available.

https://hopeforjustice.org/resources-and-statistics/


For more materials such as videos and other printed goods from Hope for Justice or for Men Are Victims support and advice, 
email: supporters@hopeforjustice.org


